
 
 

 

Agenda for a meeting of the Sydney University 
Postgraduate Representative Association Council to 
be held via Zoom on the 23rd of July 2020 at 6:00PM 

Chair:   Minran Liu 
Minutes: Eolande Bao 
Attendance: Shiyu Eolande Bao, Xiner Yuan, Xinheng Wu, Xuning 

Feng, Di Wang, Chang Wang, Lu Chen, Yao Ma, 
Maruge Zhao, Siting Qiu, Yuhang Xia, Zongyu 
Chen, Jindou Zhong, Keyuan Chen, Jiayun Li, 
Qinghan Zhang, Kai Yao, Minran Liu, Zheng Li, 
Shuyun Zhu, Junying Chen, Sihan Liu 

Staff:  
Guests:  

 

1. Acknowledgement of Country and Welcome 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation as the traditional 

custodians of the land. We acknowledge that the land upon which we meet is 
stolen land, and that sovereignty was never ceded. We pay our respects to Elders 
past and present and extend those respects to all First Nations persons here. This 
always was, and always will be, Aboriginal land. 

 

2. Governance & Declaration of COI 
2.1 Apologies 

Ziyao Ding(Z.D.), Olivia Evans(O.E.), Zhuoyuan Xie (Z.X.) 

2.2 Proxies 

Ziyao Ding to Di Wang 
Olivia Evans to Ashley Ubrien 
Zhuoyuan Xie to Shiyu (Eolande) Bao 

2.3 Starring of Items 

Council is invited to star any agenda items they would like discussed. 



 

Recommendation: That the Council approves all unstarred items. 
 

2.4 Resignations (if relevant) 

3. Minutes and Reports of Meetings 
3.1Minutes of previous month’s meetings 

3.1.1.  Council, 25th June 2020 
The council approves the June’s Council Meeting Munite. 

 
Moved: Xinheng, Seconded: Minran 

In favor: 12 
Motion approved. 

 
 

3.1.2.        Management Committee, 10th July 2020 
 
X.W.: I’d like to emphasize that one of the previous minutes, the previous Sec didn’t hand in April’s 
CM. We need to take action on this one. We may need to take measurements to hand over the 
minutes.  
 
M.L.: I’d like to make a motion, the Secs send on behalf of SUPRA to contact previous Co-Sec for 
the April’s Council minutes, 
 
E.B.: I have contact, while haven’t received it yet. 
 
M.L.: I’d like to make a motion: the Secs send an official email to request April’s minutes on behalf 
of SUPRA. 
 

The council approves to contac the previous Co-Secretary for the April’s meeting munites. 
 

Moved: Minran, Seconded: Eolande 
In favor: 12 
Motion approved. 

 
3.2 Business arising from the minutes 

 

4. Officer Reports 
5.1Executive Reports 

5.1.1 PRESIDENT 

Minran Liu 
Xinheng Wu 

5.1.2 VICE PRESIDENTS  
Yuhang(Bryan) Xia  
Xiner Yuan 

5.1.3 EDUCATION OFFICERS 
Di Wang 

5.1.4 SECRETARIES 



 

Zhuoyuan(Sally) Xie 
Shiyu(Eolande) Bao 

5.1.5 TREASURER 
Xuning Feng  

5.1.6 DIRECTOR OF STUDENT PUBLICATIONS  
Qinghan Zhang (Hanna) 

 
The council approves the Executive Officers’ Report. 

 
Moved: Minran, Seconded: Xinheng 

In favor: 12 
Motion approved. 

 
 

5.2 Equity Reports 

5.2.1 ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER OFFICER  

[VACANT] 

5.2.2  DISABILITIES OFFICER  

[Vacant] 

5.2.3  INTERNATIONAL OFFICER  

Zheng(Michael) Li 

5.2.4  QUEER OFFICER  

[Vacant] 

5.2.5  WOMEN’S OFFICER  

[Vacant] 
5.2.6  SATELLITE CAMPUS OFFICER 

Sihan Liu  
 

The council approves the Equity officers’ Report. 
 

Moved: Minran, Seconded: Xinheng 
In favor: 12 

Motion approved. 
 

 



 

 
5.3 Business arising from reports 

 
 

6 Reports by Staff Members 
 

7 SUPRA Staff Request for Working from home (WFH) allowance 
proposal  

During COVID-19, many employees are required to work from home. This means they incur additional 
expenses through the use of their private phones, household utilities (eg electricity & gas), and home 
internet for work-related use. Some employers are offering financial payments by way of an allowance to 
staff in recognition that employees are incurring these expenses. The Australian Taxation Office (ATO) 
advises that a fair and reasonable assessment of these costs to an employee is 80 cents per hour worked.  
 

This is an hourly fixed amount of 80 cents per hour worked from home. The normal staff hours 
claimed per fortnight is around 800 average over the last 4 pays so the additional expense to 
SUPRA would be approximately $640 per pay if all staff claimed this allowance. 
  
The option will be left to staff as some may instead want to claim directly from the Tax Office.  
If approved, we would ask that the allowance be back paid to July 1 this year. 
 
Motion: 
That Council grants all staff a work from home allowance: 

a. paid at the rate of 80c per hour worked; 
b. backdated to commence from 1 July 2020; 
c. paid until the earlier of a full return to the office or 31 December 2020; 
d. paid fortnightly in the regular pay cycle; 
e. offered to all staff on an optional opt-in basis. 

 
Discussion: 
X.Y.: Have the hour calculated? 
M.L.: 80 cents is advised by the ATO. 
X.W.: We don’t have a question on this rate. I do have question that increases the allowance will 
increase the tax.  
M.L.: Who has claimed on this, will not come back after this term. Francine will wait until the next 
Financial year, while some other stuff wants to claim now. Also, if we approve that, it would be 
taxed. Since every single payment will be taxed by the ATO. Any other questions? 
640$ max per month.  
X.W.: 640$ per fortnight. 
M.L.: Councilors are also WFH, how about officer bearers? How do people think about that? 
X.W.: Yes I think WFH will cost additional cost, for me, I can wait for the next Financial year. 
Compare to staff, we only use electricity, not much printing.  
X.Y.: It is reasonable if people can approve that it is reasonable to claim. SUPRA is not a 
company, and we are student org. But to my knowledge, officer bearers have a stipend. We can 
not have the same tax refund as SUPRA. 
X.W.: You can get the tax refund as Staff. It is like we can get this within the year. 
X.Y. We should give the option to officers if they want to claim now. Especially for people who are 
leaving this semester, before next year. How about that? 
M.L.: I agree. Maybe we should move a motion. 
X.W.: Let’s make a motion on staff one.  
M.L.: Let’s approve the staff’s motion about the allowance. 



 

 
 

 
The council approves SUPRA Staff Request for Working from home (WFH) allowance proposal. 

 
Moved: Minran, Seconded: Xiner 

In favor: 12 
Motion approved. 

 
The council approves SUPRA Councilor to claim for Working from home (WFH) allowance. 

 
Moved: Minran, Seconded: Xiner 

In favor: 12 
Motion approved. 

 
 

8      The National Higher Education Action Network requests SUPRA 
Council to endorse a national online Assembly of university staff 
and supportive organisations on August 4, 2pm 

The assembly will discuss a response to the federal government’s proposal to increase tuition fees for 
some students to pay for other students’ fees, and not invest any additional funding to university 
education.  SUPRA's endorsement of our national assembly would mean a lot to us, as it would show the 
federal government that students and staff are standing together to defend our universities from the 
funding cuts.  
 
Motion: 
That Council endorses the online national assembly of university staff being organised by the National 
Higher Education Action Network and will promote the event to postgraduate students at the University of 
Sydney. 
 
The council approves SUPRA endorse the National Higher Education Action Network’s national 
online Assembly of University Staff and Organisations. 
 

Moved: Minran, Seconded: Xinheng 
In favor: 12 

Motion approved. 
 
 

9 Call for the election of co-Education Officer 
 
Discussion: 
M.L.: DW has opened the share role and we received one candidate: Zoey Ding. Who wants to be 
the Returning Officer of this election? 
E.B.; I can be the RO. 
M.L.: who else wants to be the RO? If not, then we should vote for the EB to be the RO. 
 
12 votes out of 18. 
 
So E.B. is the RO now for the election of Co-Education Officer now.  
 



 

D.W.:  I would like to introduce Zoey Ding for you today. She helped a lot with the new edu 
committee official account. Also built system of account, report list. She contributed in a lot of 
aspects. Hope people could support her. I will be happy if I could work with Zoey. 
 
11 votes out of 18 
 
E.B.: I’d like to announce that Zoey Ding is now the Co-Education Officer. 
 
 

10 Call for the election of co-DS: 
Discussion: 
M.L.: QZ has opened the share role and we received one candidate: Wenrui Guo (Lisa). Who 
wants to be the Returning Officer of this election? 
E.B.: I can be the RO. 
M.L.: Who else wants to be the RO? If not, then we should vote for the E.B. to be the RO. 
 
12 votes out of 18. 
 
So E.B. is the RO now for the election of Co-DSP now.  
 
Lisa: I’ like to run for DSP for this term. I am passionate for social media and I have been in 
SUPRA for 1.5 year.  I would try my best to make the publication works even better.  
 
12 votes out of 18. 
 
E.B.: I’d like to announce that Wenrui Guo (Lisa) is now the Co-DSP. 
 
 
 

11 Call for the election of Deputy International Students’ Officer 
Discussion: 
M.L.: Micheal Li has opened the deputy role and we received one candidate: Shuyun Zhu (Aaron). 
Who wants to be the Returning Officer of this election? 
E.B.: I can be the RO. 
M.L.: Who else wants to be the RO? If not, then we should vote for the E.B. to be the RO. 
 
12 votes out of 18. 
 
So E.B. is the RO now for the election of Deputy International Officer now.  
 
Shuyun: I major in economic; I want to run for the position of deputy International officer. Introduce 
myself, I have been in supra for 1 year. I have helped with regular event, also advocating for 
students. And also work with the Pub for the video. In the next month we will call the event who 
live in student accommodations which will benefit international students. 
 
12 votes out of 18. 
 
E.B.: I’d like to announce that Shuyun Zhu (Aaron) is now the Deputy International Officer. 
 
 

12 Other Businesses  
 
 



 

 
 

 


